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Reflections of definitions

Ecosystem stewardship

“Action-oriented framework intended to foster social-ecological 
sustainability of a rapidly changing planet” 

Earth Stewardship

“Initiative….to provide the scientific basis for actively shaping 
trajectories of social-ecological change to enhance ecosystem 
resilience and human well-being.” 

“Principles for moving toward these goals include simultaneous 
attention to multiple scales and issues; consideration of both 
ecological and socioeconomic consequences; alignment of incentives 
with stewardship behavior; strengthening peoples’ connections to 
valued places; and using demographic transitions as new 
opportunities for stewardship.”

(Chapin et al. 2011)



Emergence

• Where and how does stewardship activities 

emerge and develop? 

– We do not really know what it is.....

– Process: context specific what works

• Agency and empowerment – self-organizing 

capacity related to resilience and 

transformation



Care

Care/responsibility/ethic
– Intrinsic, from within 

– Where does care emmanate from? How does a sense 
of care develop and manifest itself in action?

– Meaningful interactions with nature, e.g. during 
childhood (Giusti and Barthel 2014)

– Attachment to place – meaning of place (Stedman 
2003, Steadman et al. in review)

– Personal as well as cultural/social (that nurture care) 
(e.g. Berkes 2007, Nassauer 2009)



Knowledge, learning and adaptive (co-) 

management

• (How) does stewardship activities lead to 
learning and adaptive governance? 

• Place-based context 

– who is the expert?



Stewardship - Scaling up and out

• Stewardship on a scale that matters, on issues 

that can lead to significant impact for the 

biosphere?

• How does that relate to local forms of 

stewards?

• Be explicit about 

the normative...
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Being explicit about the normative



Assumptions

• Stewardship of social-ecological systems


