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Objectives

• Changes are fragmenting social-ecological landscapes, 
eroding resilience and expose them to a wide variety of 
increasing risks. 

• Inaction can have grave consequences for societies.

• So how do we - move towards desirable alternative states, 
reconnecting people and repairing ecological 
infrastructure?

• Session focussed on a local scale in catchments
– Learning, methods and approaches

– reflect on the opportunities, challenges, and successes



Study Area



• Flood, fire, drought and sea storm damages: R1.75 billion (2003-

2008)

• Insurer losses R60 million since  2000 (78% of these in the last 5 

years) 

• Trends are that risk to extreme natural events in Eden are 

increasing

• History of ecosystem service research in the region

• Increased awareness and decision-maker interest linked to 

ecosystem management (government and private sector)

Why Eden?



Why Wilderness?

• Globally important protected areas

• Nationally important tourist attraction

• Compact catchment (17 780 ha)

• Variety of land uses which conflict

• Concerns about water quality

– Periodic algal blooms in lakes

– Intensive agriculture

– Water use levels



• This session 

• Knowledge co-production and boundary work: Nadia Sitas (Natural 
resources and the environment CSIR, Stellenbosch South Africa)

• Modeling tools to support stakeholder co-learning: David Le Maitre
(Natural resources and the environment CSIR, Stellenbosch South 
Africa)

• Walking with stakeholders through catchments: Dirk Roux
(SANParks South Africa)

• Enabling environments for collective action: Jeanne Nel (Natural 
resources and the environment CSIR, Stellenbosch).

• Moving into the future – applying a resilience lens: Christo Fabricius
(Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, Saasveld Campus, George 
South Africa and 



Discussion

• Key learning and what successes can we can 

pass on.

• Failures

• What we don’t quite know and where do we 

think we need to focus on in the future.


