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Overview of Presentation

� Problem: Resilience is apolitical

� Our Position on Resilience and Power

� Using Formal Ontologies to Make Links Between Concepts

� Power is a special type of Disposition

� Case Study: Caroni, Trinidad

� Implications and Conclusion



Resilience is treated as apolitical

� Weak incorporation and analysis of the social in social-ecological systems 
approach to resilience.

� Power relations amongst actors, actors roles, gender and inequality are 
glossed over through a systems lens.

� ``the notion of resilience—whether derived from natural (ecosystem) or technological 
(physics or engineering) usage—is dangerous because it is removing the inherently 
power-related connotation of vulnerability and is capable of doing the same to the 
process of adaptation’’ (Cannon and Mueller-Mahn 2010). 

� Resilience is seen as desirable but undesirable scenarios can be resilient i.e. 
‘resilience rigidity trap’ e.g. a community in poverty (Fabinyi et al. 2014)

� Winners and losers of resilience are not clear.

What is the relation between power and resilience?



Our Position

Resilience Power

Rights Capital

Power and Resilience are both grounded by capitals and 
rights in the social space. 



Ontologies Make Implicit Knowledge 
Explicit

� Formal ontology: ``a logical theory which gives an explicit partial account of a 
conceptualization'' (Guarino and Giaretta 1995).

� Logical theory: relations between concepts are defined using the principles of 
mereology and topology and expressed in a logical language.

� Conceptualization: a mental model of a concept that relates to an entity in 
reality.

� Explicit:mathematically deducible implications.

� Partial: it cannot be stated that one has a complete view or knowledge of an 
entity in reality. 

� Upper Ontologies provide a framework for categorising entities based on a set of 
neutral categorisations of the world. In my work I use the Basic Formal Ontology 
put forward by Smith et al. (2011). 



What is a Disposition?

From the ontological analysis it 

was determined that power is a 

disposition



Power is a Special Type of Disposition
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Establishing Power in the Ontology
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Examples from Caroni, Trinidad
� Caroni Region was one of the sugar producing belt 

of the country. The production of sugar on Caroni 
Lands ceased in 2003.

� 31000 hectares of agricultural lands were made 
available to the government’s disposal of which 
former employees of the industry each received 2 
acres of land to be used for agricultural production 
as part of their severance package (Persad and 
Rampersad 2012).

� Most of these 2 acre plots are not under production. 
Those that are in production are mainly rented by 
farmers from ex-employees. 

� In 2014 the government grant owners of the land 
the right to sell the agricultural plots. Farmers in the 
Jerningham area fear that one day the agriculture 
lands that they rent would be sold and eventually 
converted into housing thereby displacing them 
from their livelihood.  

Map of Trinidad and Tobago. Ministry of Agriculture, Research Division, Centeno, Trinidad.



Farmers Perspectives from Caroni, Trinidad
� Acquiring a farmers certificate or 

badge when renting lands. 
Temporary farmer certificates 
prevents farmers from accessing the 
full range of  government subsidies 
available to farmers with 
permanent badges. 

� Lack of security in rental 
agreements. Agreements are 
predominantly done verbally to 
avoid paper trail. 

� Land Lease vs License

� Dairy farmers that have more 
capital are used as the benchmark 
for the progress of the farms.



Implication of Findings/Conclusion

� What is the relation between power and resilience?

� Power and resilience are both grounded by capitals and rights in 
the social space.

� What is the implication of  power being a disposition?

� Empowerment of actors through capitals and rights would enhance 
their disposition to be resilient.

� The manifestation of power and resilience in the social spaces 
needs to be also understood from perspective of the realizing 
processes. 
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Footnote

Presentation is based on a draft paper written by Daniel, D. and Ifejika Speranza, C. on Power and Resilience. 


